
EASTLEIGH LOCAL AREA COMMITTEE  

Tuesday, 24 January 2023  

FINANCE MANAGEMENT REPORT 

Report of the Local Area Manager (Eastleigh) 

 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that   
 
(1) £1,145,031.41 is allocated for Home Wood public access from developers’ 

contributions; 

(2) £67,500 is allocated to the Freespace Skate Park Project from a Veolia 
Environmental Trust Grant; 

(3) £12,218.07 is allocated for the Fleming Park Paddling Pool, Play Area and 
Skate Park from developers’ contributions; 

(4) £4,000 is allocated for a one-way system at Falkland Road Car Park from 
developers’ contributions; 

(5) £6,000 is allocated for planters for Archers Road and Newtown Area from 
revenue budget; 

(6) £1,861 is allocated from the protection of greenspace at Suffolk Close from 
developers’ contributions; 

(7) £1,747 is allocated for a replacement pond dipping platform at North End 
Nature Park from developers’ contributions; and 

(8) £1,258 is allocated for fencing and gate repairs at Boyatt Wood Countryside 
Area from the revenue budget. 

 

Summary 
 
This report contains recommendations for expenditure from the Committee’s capital, and 
revenue budget.  

Statutory Powers 
 
Section 1 of the Localism Act 2011 i.e. the Local Authority's general power of competence, 
including power to act for the benefit of its area or persons resident or present in its area.  
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Strategic Implications  

2. The recommendations in this report support the Council’s approach to 
localism (Local First) by allocating devolved resources to meet local needs. 
The recommendations align with Corporate Plan objectives of Tackling 
Deprivation, Enabling Healthier Lifestyles and Wellbeing, Supporting an 
Excellent Environment, and Reinvigorating Town and Local Centres.  

Home Wood 

3. The Council recently received a £984,891.50 contribution from Highwood, the 
developers of the North Stoneham development. This, combined with other 
smaller amounts already received, means the Council can now proceed with 
the necessary legal agreements to secure public access to Home Wood, 
together with the management and maintenance works, for a period of 80 
years. This mitigates the impact on the New Forest National Park by providing 
Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace (SANG) for the residential 
developments at Stoneham and the immediately adjacent area of Test Valley.  

4. While the land is owned by Willis Fleming Enterprises Limited it is currently 
leased to Forestry England. A new lease will be granted to Forestry England, 
who will undertake all the management and maintenance works, including 
improvements to footpaths, signage and fencing and community ranger 
funding.  

5. The total funding available is £1,145,031.41 and is proposed to be split as 
follows (subject to completion of the necessary legal agreement): 

 Willis Fleming Enterprises Limited - public access facilitation and legal 
fees: £179,261 

 Forestry England works - facilitation and legal fees: £942,770.51  

 Eastleigh Borough Council - monitoring, administration and legal fees: 
£23,000 

6. It is therefore recommended that £1,145,031.41 is allocated for this project 
from the following funding sources: 

Test Valley applications contribution for Home Wood 
SANG mitigation 

£94,294.81 

EBC developers’ contributions from the Highwood North 
Stoneham: 

O/15/76023 

F/19/87086  

F/17/81167 

 

………………… 
.                              

£944,891.50 

£86,134.57 

£19,710.63 
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Freespace Skate Park 

7. This Committee has previously approved £150,000 for a major refurbishment 
of Freespace Skate Park. This project is underway, and a recent tender 
exercise concluded with the appointment of a design and build contractor in 
December 2022.  

8. Alongside this process the project team submitted a grant application to the 
Veolia Environmental Trust. A decision was made in December, with the 
maximum grant of £67,500 being awarded to the Council.  

9. This sum will allow the scale and scope of the project to increase. The project 
team and contractor are currently developing options for the best way to use 
the extra funding. These options will be included in a public consultation to be 
held later in the spring. 

10. It is recommended that £67,500 is allocated to this project from the Veolia 
Environmental Trust Grant. 

Fleming Park Paddling Pool Area improvements 

11. At its November 2022 meeting, this Committee allocated £71,049.59 for the 
Fleming Park Paddling Pool Project. Of this amount, £12,218.07 was 
incorrectly allocated from DCF/14/74873, Taylor Wimpey, Premier Foods 
Bakery, Toynbee Road, Eastleigh Receipt Date:02/07/2015, as this amount 
had already been allocated for the Fleming Park flood prevention project.  

12. It therefore recommended that this situation is corrected by allocating a further 
£12,218.07 from O/15/76023, Highwood, Land South of Chestnut Avenue. 

Falkland Road Car Park one-way system 

13. Councillors have had requests from local residents asking if the safety can be 
improved within the car park at Falkland Road shops. 

14. The Transport and Engineering Team have explored options and have 
advised that a one-way system within the car park is feasible. They have 
given a budget estimate of £4,000 for installing the lining, signage and 
advisory letters required. 

15. A Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) is also being considered to limit waiting time 
to three hours. This would support retailers by reducing commuter parking and 
creating more space for shoppers. It is planned to include the TRO within a 
wider various order planned for spring this year. 

16. Councillors would now like to proceed with the one-way system, and it is 
recommended that £4,000 is re-allocated for this from Highway Grant 
Reserve. 
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Archers Road and Newtown Area planters 

17. The Newtown Residents Association (NRA) has requested funding for 
planters to enhance the public realm. The NRA have agreed to promote the 
planters amongst residents who will be encouraged to plant mixture of 
annuals, perennials and edible plants in a similar way to the Incredible Edibles 
projects seen in other towns and cities.  The NRA have agreed to provide the 
ongoing maintenance, including watering and replanting. The Council will 
provide the planters filled with suitable drainage and peat-free growing 
medium. 

18. An estimate has been obtained of £3,000 for three 2m x 0.5m Corten Steel 
planters filled and installed on site by Direct Services. 

19. At the same time the two timber planters at the end of Archers Road have 
reached the end of life and no longer adequately retaining water. As a result, 
one of the two maple trees has died and the other is severely stressed. A 
further quote has been obtained for two 1.5m x 1.5m Corten steel planters. 
Two planters, soil, replacement trees can be installed a cost of £3,000.  

20. It is therefore recommended that £6,000 is allocated for the above planters for 
from the revenue budget. 

Open Space protection at Suffolk Close 

21. Residents have complained to Ward Councillors about the impact of cars 
being driven on the public open space in front of houses in Suffolk Close. A 
quote has been provided by Neighbourhood Services for the installation of 
earth mounds and bollards, which will provide a long-term solution.  

22. It is recommended that £1,861 is allocated for this work from developers’ 
contributions from OSF/08/63182 Atlantic Housing Ltd, Velmore Estate, 
Eastleigh (off site). 

North End Nature Park Pond dipping platform 

23. The North End Nature Park has recently had a range of winter clearance work 
carried out. This revealed the pond dipping platform is now rotting in several 
places and needs replacing. The Countryside Team have quoted £1,747 for 
this work. 

24. It is therefore recommended that £1,747 is allocated for this project from 
developers’ contributions from OSF/08/63182 Atlantic Housing Ltd, Velmore 
Estate, Eastleigh (off site). 

Boyatt Wood Countryside Area fencing and gate repairs 

25. Further winter works have also revealed a length of fencing and a gate that 
needs replacing at the Boyatt Wood Countryside Area. A quote of £1,258 has 
been given by the Countryside Team. It is recommended that this sum is 
allocated from the revenue budget. 
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Equality and Diversity Implications 

26. An Equality Impact Assessment has not been carried out for this report, as the 
projects are designed to be inclusive, however, separate further consideration 
of the inclusivity and accessibility aspect will be carried out as part of the 
event/project delivery.  

Conclusion 

27. This report recommends the allocation of the Committee’s Revenue and 
Revenue Reserve Budgets to provide a programme that helps support the 
cultural regeneration for the town and meet the needs of our local residents. 

GUY RIDDOCH 
LOCAL AREA MANAGER (EASTLEIGH) 

 
Date: 8 January 2023 
Contact Officer: Guy Riddoch  
Tel No: 02380 683369 
e-mail: guy.riddoch@eastleigh.gov.uk 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 - SECTION 100D 

The following is a list of documents which disclose facts or matters on which this 
report or an important part of it is based and have been relied upon to a material 
extent in the preparation of this report. This list does not include any published works 
or documents which would disclose exempt or confidential information. 

None. 
 


